
 

 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
July 26, 2022 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by ZBA member Grey.  

Members Present: Balcom, Ervin, Grey, Howe, and Schofield 
Members Excused: None 
 
Election of ZBA Chairperson: 

Grey made a motion, which was seconded by Schofield, to appoint Jim Ervin as ZBA 
Chairperson. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

Approval of Minutes:  
Grey made a motion, which was seconded by Schofield, to approve the minutes of the June 
22, 2021, meeting. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

Business: 
1. Variance Application 2022-01; 1234 Clubhouse Drive: 

Manager Wolff presented a summary of the request before the ZBA. The Applicants are 
seeking a variance that would allow them to build a covered awning area on the rear 
(lakeside) of an existing Accessory Structure. The Village’s zoning ordinance limits the 
size of Accessory Structures on parcels less than 1.5 acres to 1,300 square feet. This 
addition would increase the structure's footprint to roughly 1,800 square feet. 

Wolff’s staff report in the meeting packet addressed the criteria in the ordinance which 
need to be addressed by the Applicant as grounds justifying a variance. 

Ervin asked if the proposed addition would be covered. Wolff reported that the 
Applicants intend to cover the pergola/awning they wish to construct on the lakeside of 
their Accessory Structure. 

The Applicants discussed their request with the ZBA. They discussed that when they 
originally constructed their Accessory Structure, they could have built a larger building 
based on the zoning regulations at that time and that the proposed awning would not 
exceed the size allowed at the time of construction. 

Ervin opened the public hearing at 5:50 PM. 

Public Comment: 

 Before the meeting, an email in support of the request was submitted by Steven 
Pelmear. 

 Gerald Hartman spoke in support of granting the variance. 

With no additional public comments, Ervin closed the public hearing at 5:52 PM. 
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ZBA Discussion: 
Grey stated that he feels it would be difficult to approve the request based on the 
criteria in the ordinance and the Application not satisfying those conditions. 

Ervin stated that he feels the awning would be an improvement to the Accessory 
Structure and feels there should be a way in the zoning ordinance for the ZBA to have 
greater flexibility on similar cases. 

Schofield agreed that the conditions in the ordinance had not been met as the Applicant 
is not being denied a property right enjoyed by other properties in the LR-1 District. 

Grey stated that the Application also does not meet the requirement as the Applicant 
has not demonstrated a practical difficulty, which prevents them from developing the 
property as allowed in the zoning code. He noted that the Applicant’s Accessory 
Structure is already at the maximum size allowed for a parcel of this size. 

The ZBA discussed that for the Applicant to develop the Accessory Structure to the 
desired size, they would need at least 1.5 acres, and their parcel is currently 0.99 acres. 

The ZBA also discussed the definition of “footprint” as used in the zoning code. The ZBA 
feels that the ordinance should be amended so that the footprint is considered where 
the exterior walls are and not where any exterior posts are located. 

The ZBA further discussed the maximum allowed size for a free-standing pergola. The 
ZBA feels this should be increased from the current maximum of 300 square feet in the 
ordinance. It was further discussed that if the Applicant opted to build a free-standing 
covered pergola, the ordinance would prevent them from building to the size they 
requested in their variance. 

Grey made a motion, seconded by Schofield, to deny the request based upon the 
documentation and other information submitted to the Board, public comment 
received by the Board during its meeting, visits to the site by individual Board Members, 
and the knowledge and experience of the Board Members regarding land use within the 
Village. The Board adopts the following findings and decision concerning the request for 
a variance to allow for the construction of an attached awning which would increase the 
footprint of the Accessory Structure greater than what is permitted in the ordinance. 
The Board finds that a variance is not necessary for the reasonable development of the 
property as allowed in the zoning district and that the Applicant is not being denied a 
substantial property right for development otherwise allowed in the zoning district for a 
parcel of this size. Further, the Board finds that granting the request is not needed for 
the reasonable development of the property. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

 

Public Comments: 

 Bob Laraway of Madrid Lane spoke in favor of amending the ordinance on the areas 
discussed by the ZBA during its discussion of the request. 
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Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Ervin adjourned the meeting at 6:09 PM. 

 
 
 

Approved:             Carol Shannon, Village Clerk 


